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Kappa Sigma
investigation
comes to end
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The investigation of the Theta-Theta
chapter of the Kappa Sigma fraternity
has concluded.
The fraternity’s suspension has also
been lifted, according to Kappa Sigma
chapter officials.
Kappa Sigma was suspended by its
international headquarters on Nov.
2 and remained suspended until the
investigation concluded. The fraternity was not allowed to participate in
Homecoming events during its suspension. This decision was made by
Kappa Sigma’s international branch
according to Charley Pride, the director of Student Activities and Organizations.
Pride said the investigation began
during Homecoming week and concluded near the end of the fall semester.
“It was an internal investigation
done by the Kappa Sigma fraternity,”
he said.
Because it was an internal investigation, Pride said the results of the investigation have not yet been shared with
him.
He said he believes it involved “individual participants in the fraternity,
who will face individual consequences.”
“We’re waiting to hear the results of
the investigation,” Pride said.
Later, he added that the results could
cause action to be taken through the
Office of Judicial Affairs on campus.
Nolan Devine, the president of
the Theta-Theta chapter of Kappa
Sigma, said he had no comment on
the topic of the investigation or the
results of the investigation. Devine
confirmed the investigation had
concluded.
Mitchell Wilson, the executive director of Kappa Sigma, gave a statement
regarding the investigation and suspension in an email.
“The Kappa Sigma Fraternity and the
Theta-Theta Chapter of Kappa Sigma
Fraternity at Western Kentucky University are in the process of reviewing

SEE KAPPA SIGMA PAGE A2
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WKU faces cuts in governor’s proposal
BY JACOB DICK
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Gov. Matt Bevin’s first state budget
proposal, presented Tuesday night,
outlines a 9 percent cut and radical
policy changes to Kentucky’s higher
education funding, including an immediate 4.5 percent reduction in
WKU’s current operating budget.
“Certainly the measure of our challenge is substantial,” President Gary
Ransdell said in an email to faculty

and staff Wednesday afternoon. “I
cannot at this time even begin to describe how we would address the proposed reductions.”
Speaking without a prepared text,
Bevin briefly highlighted some of his
administration’s budget initiatives for
the next two years during Tuesday
night’s State of the Commonwealth
address. Along with pouring money
into Kentucky’s ailing state pensions
and shutting down the Kynect health
care exchange, the new governor’s

budget aims to convert all state funding for public universities and community colleges to distribution based
on performance.
“I want funding that incentivizes outcomes that are specific to the things
people want,” Bevin said during a previous media briefing. “All the people in
the world who want to study French literature can do so; they’re just not going
to be subsidized by the taxpayers like
engineers will be, for example.”

SEE BUDGET PAGE A2

Photojournalism professor wins prestigious award
BY CARLY MATHEWS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Photojournalism professor Tim
Broekema has recently been awarded
the Robin F. Garland Educator Award
given by the National Press Photographers Association for outstanding service as a photojournalism educator.
Broekema is a professor of photojournalism, picture editing, new media and news design at WKU and has
been with the School of Journalism
and Broadcasting since the fall of 2000.
“I’m honored to receive this award,
and humbled to be included in list of
past recipients of this award,” Broekema said.
Broekema was nominated by Josh
Meltzer, a former WKU colleague.
Due to the nature of the award which
is given for outstanding service as an
educator, it should come as no surprise that Broekema is fully invested
in his students and their pathway to
success.
“The student always comes first.

SEE BROEKEMA PAGE A2

"How [teaching] makes me feel is indifferent," said photojournalism professor
Tim Broekema. Broekema, who has been teaching full time at the university since
2000, was nominated and awarded the Robin F. Garland Educator Award by the
National Press Photographers Association. "If I'm positioning [my students] into
a place that [they] can be doing what [they] want to be doing and getting paid
for it, that's my success. That makes me feel good that [they] have success."ALYSSA
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BUDGET

Continued from front

Bevin, a Republican, campaigned as
a fiscal conservative against Democratic candidate Jack Conway last November.
In the budget he proposed to the
legislature, the governor calls for a 9
percent cut to the state’s postsecondary allocations fund over the next two
fiscal years.
Of that cut, 4.5 percent will be implemented immediately by executive order, meaning WKU will lose nearly $3.4
million from its current budget by June
30. The full 9 percent cut would go into
effect July 1 for all higher education institutions.
For WKU, the cut will be tempered
by an adjustment in its base funding
of $2.6 million per year to compensate the university for growth in enrollment the state hadn’t previously
funded.
That means WKU’s loss of state funding in 2016-17 will add up to about $4.1
million, dropping WKU’s total funding
from the state to $70.5 million from
$74.6 in initial funding for 2015-16.
WKU’s state funding made up about
19 percent of the overall university

BROEKEMA

Continued from FRONT

Anything that I do creative or research
wise, isn't about me. It’s always about
how it would benefit the student,”
Broekema said.
Although becoming a professor at a
university was never originally a part
of his plan, Broekema said he has been
teaching throughout his entire career
as an editor.
“I taught a community and my photographers through my work as an edi-

KAPPA SIGMA

Continued from FRONT

allegations regarding actions by individual members of the chapter that are
inconsistent with the values of Kappa
Sigma Fraternity,” Wilson said. “The
Fraternity as a matter of policy cannot provide information regarding individual discipline, which is a private
matter.”
WKU’s Kappa Sigma chapter is not
the only chapter of the fraternity
that has been investigated in recent
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budget of $396.6 million in the current
year.
In the 2018 fiscal year, WKU’s guaranteed state funding would drop dramatically under Bevin’s budget.
In 2017-18, one third of all state
money for higher education would be
placed in a performance pool for disbursement based on undefined criteria for positive outcomes.
That would take WKU’s allocations
from $74.6 million this year to $48.8
million in 2018. Allocations would
continue to decrease by one third each
fiscal year until all state funding is in
the performance pool.
Bevin previously said his budget
reflects where Kentuckians want to
direct their tax money. Though the
specifics of Bevin’s outcome-based allocation system for higher education
aren’t settled, they could include limiting resources for education not related
to commerce.
“We are going to be a state that
makes things,” Bevin said. “We’ve got
the logistics, we’ve got the location and
we’ve got the meteorological advantages … The way in which we aren’t
going to get there is if we don’t educate
young people to make things.”
Ransdell, who attended Bevin’s State

of the Commonwealth speech Tuesday, sent an email to faculty and staff
Wednesday afternoon explaining
some of the cuts and his concerns.
“There are many details of this plan
that are yet to be understood, and with
regard to performance funding, those
details have yet to be defined,” Ransdell said. “So we are a long way from
fully knowing how WKU will be impacted by these proposals.”
During his speech, Bevin told the audience that student financial aid would
be exempt from any cuts.
Bevin promised that all proceeds
from the state lottery would be dedicated to education, including $5.3 million added to the Kentucky Educational Excellence Scholarship program.

Money from lottery proceeds has traditionally been diverted to fill gaps in
other parts of the state’s budget.
However, under his budget, students
will have to face a $7.2 million cut to
the College Access Program.
Bevin’s proposed budget is just that: a
proposal. The state Legislature — first
the House of Representatives and then
the Senate — will hammer out a budget by April that will be given to Bevin
to either accept or veto.
Ransdell said WKU will be fighting
for funding during that process.
“Our public affairs team and I will be
diligently communicating with legislative leadership, Gov. Bevin and his staff
to improve our position in the state
budget,” he said.

tor, and that translates to teaching in
class,” Broekema said.
Broekema said he gets close to his
students due to the practice of documenting emotional and personal settings throughout a semester.
“First they're my students, then they
become like I’m the parent so we’re
kind of friends, then to friendly colleagues and finally transition to a
friend again,” Broekema said of his relationship with his students.
Broekema also credits his mentors in
teaching, Mike Morris and Dave LaBell,

for the success he has had with teaching
and with his students.
“Mike told me to always do what
you know is right and what is best for
the students. I always let that wisdom
come back whenever I feel bogged
down to help me remember that I’m
here because I enjoy it and because
I enjoy to see my students succeed,”
Broekema said.
In addition to the two men already
mentioned and his students, Broekema credits his colleagues with his success.

“The team environment in our department is part of our power, and
teamwork is a big part of the award. It
takes a village to teach a bunch of students,” Broekema said.
Broekema said although time has
flown by during his 16 years at WKU,
as long as he remembers what is important — his students, he will always
have his success.
The Garland Award is Broekema’s
first award for teaching, and he is honored to be recognized for that as well as
his photography.

months.
The Lambda-Upsilon chapter of
Kappa Sigma at Emporia State University in Emporia, Kansas, was suspended and investigated in November
following allegations of sexual assault,
according to the school’s website.
In November 2014, the Gamma-Phi
chapter at West Virginia University in
Morgantown, West Virginia, was suspended after a pledge was found unresponsive in the fraternity house and
died two days later in the hospital, according to the school’s website.

All the people in the world who want to study
French literature can do so; they’re just not
going to be subsidized by the taxpayers like
engineers will be, for example.”
Governor Matt Bevin

CRIME REPORTS

•Men’s Basketball junior guard Frederick Edmond was served an ewarrant on Jan. 17 for failing to appear in court.
• Louisville freshman Justin Brinson reported the theft of his PS3 game
console, three games and $200 cash from his dorm room in Barnes
Campbell Hall on January 9. The theft was valued at $500.
• Bowling Green graduate student Indu Bhattarai reported she lost her keys
to EST main door and room 339 while on vacation in New York on Jan. 12.
•Scottsville junior Connor Ross ran from police after being notified by
Hilligan’s staff that he was causing a disturbance on Jan. 16.
•Officers investigated a drug complaint at 229 Northeast Hall on Jan. 21.
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WKU launches new design of website
BY EMMA COLLINS
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
On Jan. 20, WKU launched
a new, updated version of its
website wku.edu.
The changes, which were the
collaborative effort of a group
of faculty and staff members
called the Web Standards
Committee, were prompted
by the desire to create a more
modern look with updated
features that were easy to use,
said WKU’s chief marketing
officer Stacey Biggs.
In addition to a new look,
the website also has a larger focus on encouraging prospective
students to join the university.
“It does definitely have a focus towards prospective students. If you look
at all the various calls to action that are
throughout the page when you scroll
down, you’ll see a lot of places where
it says, ‘Apply to WKU,’ ‘Visit WKU,’”
Biggs said.
One new feature focuses on potential

OLD WEBSITE DESIGN
students. It is an interactive map that
allows visitors to explore WKU’s four
campus centers when viewers click on
various locations.
One updated feature was The Campus Portal, now called myWKU.
“It was previously called The Campus
Portal, and we kind of rebranded it and
changed platforms,” Gary Hackbarth,
the director of Enterprise Systems said.

NEW WEBSITE DESIGN
MyWKU allows students to use their
netID to log on to sites such as Blackboard, TopNet and WKU Web mail simultaneously.
The entire process took nearly a year
and came with its share of challenges.
“What particularly makes it so difficult is you’ve got 20,000 current people, plus however many prospective
student … you’re trying to make that

many different types of people happy,” Eric Wolfe, the director of Enterprise Applications and Programming
said.
Despite those challenges, the response so far has been mostly positive.
“Most people feel it’s a fresh new look
that is definitely geared towards the
younger crowd,” Wolfe said.

SGA announces pub name change, introduces safety app
BY MARCEL MAYO
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
The Student Government
Association announced a minor change to the future pub
and introduced a new safety
app for students during Tuesday’s meeting.
Despite previous “Dub the
Pub” controversy, SGA President Jay Todd Richey announced the administration’s
decision to alter the name of
the upcoming pub.
Previously, the decided
name for the new eatery in
the Garrett Conference Center
was Topper Tavern and Grill.
However, administration decided to change the name to
Topper Grill and Pub.
Richey was contacted by
Howard Bailey, former vice
president of Student Affairs,
on the last day of the fall semester about the new name
change.
“I met with Howard Bailey.
He said he was the person that
decided it,” Richey said.
Richey said Ransdell wanted

an alternative name for the
pub so students wouldn’t associate the pub with only serving alcohol.
“I met with President Ransdell, and he wanted to downplay the alcohol theme. The
student body voted on Topper
Tavern for the name it should
be. I understood we came to a
compromise of Topper Tavern
and Grill,” Richey said.
Richey said he doesn’t agree
with the name change, but the
new name will be the final decision.
“I was very disappointed,”
Richey said. “It really does
makes us question how much
the administration listens to
us, and it makes us apprehensive of competitions like this
in the future.”
RAVE Guardian was introduced as the new campus
safety app that can be downloaded through smartphones.
The app allows students to
communicate directly to campus police in an emergency
situation.
Students can also send

anonymous messages, recordings or pictures to campus police through the app if
suspicious activity is reported.
Richey said he loves the concept of the new safety app.
“The power of the blue tower
in your pocket,” Richey said.
During the SGA meeting,
chief facilities officer Bryan
Russell also updated senators
on the future parking structure being built in Creason
lot.
Brian Kuster, the vice president of Student Affairs, and
Lynne Holland, assistant vice
president of Student Affairs,
spoke about their newly held
positions.
Richey also discussed implementing a new initiative for
students on campus.
“I had this idea over winter
break. I wanted a group on
campus that was assembled
from the most influential
student leaders on campus,”
Richey said. “This is just a process of me evaluating which
groups have the largest student participation and most

influence on campus.”
Richey listed several organizations under his consideration: Campus Activities
Board, ROTC, Greek life, REDWAVE and Housing and Residence Life.

the university and generate strategies to solve them.
Richey also hopes to have
more structural conversation with other organizations
through this council.
New business Resolution

I met with President Ransdell, and
he wanted to downplay the alcohol
theme.”
SGA President Jay Todd Richey

“I would love to see a religious organization also involved,” Richey said. “We
haven’t met yet. I’m still talking to folks to see which individuals should be a part of a
council.”
The purpose of the council
would be to discuss important campus issues affecting

1-16-S, to Support the Implementation of a Salary Increase
for both the Faculty and Staff
of Western Kentucky University in the Operating Budget for
Fiscal Year 2016-2017, Constitutional Amendment 1-16-S
and Bylaw Amendment 1-16-S
were postponed to next week’s
meeting.

Financial aid residual dispersement delay begins spring semester
BY MONICA KAST
HERALD.NEWS@WKU.EDU
Beginning this semester,
WKU will begin paying residual disbursements after the 100
percent drop-add period, according to the Student Financial Assistance.
Previously, residual disbursements were paid the first
week of classes. Starting this
semester and continuing for
future semesters, they will not
be paid until after the 100 percent add-drop period is over.
The deadline to drop a fullterm class with a 100 percent
refund is Feb. 1 this semester,
and residuals should be available to students on Feb. 12,

according to Financial Assistance.
Previously, if a student were
to drop a class after the disbursements were paid, they
could end up owing money
back to the university, especially if they dropped after the
100 percent drop-add period.
According to emails sent to
students throughout the fall
2015 semester, that was the
driving idea behind changing the disbursement schedule. If a student drops a class,
the amount of financial aid
awarded would have to be adjusted, and “such adjustments
resulted in the student owing
money back to WKU.”
Cindy Burnette, the director

of Student Financial Assistance, reiterated this point.
“The most common issue
… was students whose aid
had to be adjusted ended up
owing funds back,” she said
in an email. “When funds are
released prior to the start of
the semester, or prior to the
end of the 100-percent drop/
add period, the student’s enrollment can still fluctuate,
which in turn can impact the
amount of aid they are eligible
to receive.”
Burnette said WKU has been
considering changing the
disbursement schedule “for
some time,” and the official
decision was made prior to
the beginning of last semester.

A group of “random, non-targeted students” were surveyed
about their preference for the
disbursement schedule.
“We received overwhelming
positive reactions to the plan
we have adopted,” she said.
“Many expressed they would
rather not be given any funds
until the final amount was
confirmed, rather than receiving an estimated amount and
funds later be revoked.”
Burnette did not have an exact number or list of the students surveyed available at
the time of the interview.
Students who relied on their
disbursement to pay for rent
can contact Financial Assistance. The office will then
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contact the student’s landlord
to confirm that the tenant’s residual will be delayed, according to Burnette.
Other students previously
used the disbursement of residuals to pay for their textbooks. This will remain an
option for students who don’t
mind buying their books from
the campus bookstore.
“Students have the option
of charging books to their
student account through the
WKU bookstore,” Burnette
said. “If the student does not
choose that option and prefers to purchase their books
elsewhere, they can speak to
a financial aid counselor regarding other options.”

GREAT ESCAPE

NEAR GREENWOOD MALL, by KROGER
2945 Scottsville Road * 270-782-8092
thegreatescapebg@gmail.com
Hours: Mon-Sat 10 a.m.-9 p.m., Sun 11-7

TheGreatEscapeOnLine.com

THE GREAT ESCAPE BOWLING GREEN
presents another amazing sale:

50¢ ALL-MUSIC BLOWOUT SALE
SAT, 1/30 (10 a.m. - 9 p.m.)

HUNDREDS of VINYL LPs & CDs will be offered for the ridiculously low price of only

50¢ EACH

FOLLOW US

in a special section in the back of our store allocated specifically for this- plus, our
entire regular stock of 99¢ sale CD’s will also be reduced to 50¢ each for this event!

Also: 20% OFF ALL MUSIC ITEMS INSIDE THE STORE
wkuherald

@wkuherald

@wkuherald

(10 a.m. - 9 p.m.) Video games, Dvd’s, VHS, Books, Posters, Apparel,
etc. - if it’s music-related, it’s 20%! (Come early! Come often! Fresh stock
added regularly during sale hours!) And, all Music Supplies will be 20%
off! (Boxes, bags, inner & outer sleeves and more!)
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Have an opinion? Tweet us
@wkuherald or find us on Facebook
at WKUHerald as well. Let us know
your thoughts about the editorial, or
write us with what is on your mind.

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
BY ERICK MURRER
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.EDU
Like many other WKU students, I have been affected by the recently updated refund policy. It is
not only unfair to students who are deserving of the
refund money, but also inconvenient, as it threatens
the financial security and wellbeing of students.
As a Pell Grant recipient receiving no financial assistance from my parents, I depend upon this vital
grant money to cover expenses ranging from rent,
incidentals, food and clothing. After successfully
completing the exhausting KHEAA verification process, I clearly merit federal and state funds.
Simply being advised to “plan accordingly” ignores
the stark reality of lower-income students who are
unable to utilize their guaranteed university funds.
The former policy, which distributed refunds before
the beginning of the semester, allowed students like
myself to start the academic year with financial confidence. I could pay more attention to my studies instead of frantically worrying about how I was going
to eat for three weeks. WKU has neglected the needs
of students by implementing a detrimental policy
which negatively affects the academic and professional experiences of students.
Attending college should not be relegated to the
well-off [but] rather, a life-changing experience for
all, regardless of socioeconomic status. I respectfully
urge the Bursar office to reconsider implementing
their former refund policy which promptly administered refunds and allowed students to pay for necessities like food. By [the office’s] doing so, students will
be able to maintain a better standard of living.
This policy did not consider the needs of WKU students like myself who work two jobs, receive Pell
grant money and have federal loans in order to pay
for the exorbitant costs of tuition, housing, food and
other essentials.

SYNTHESIS

it's time to seek

FORGIVENESS

BY JOHN WINSTEAD
HERALD.OPINION@WKU.
EDU

WKU’s history with its surrounding community is a morally fickle one. On the one hand,
WKU serves as the de facto
center of Bowling Green — a
position that has brought culJOHN
WINSTEAD tural, intellectual and artistic
diversity. On the other hand,
WKU has a tendency to flex its
hegemonic power much to the detriment of Bowling Green community members. This facet of WKU
is most present in the story of Jonesville.
Jonesville was a community of African-American
folks in Bowling Green that was settled in the 1870s
and existed until the 1960s, when the buildings were
condemned and the entire community was dismantled. Nick Denes Field and Feix Field now stand
in the area former Jonesville residents once called

home. WKU students’ theses scholarship and previous reports by the Herald shed light on how the university acquired the land.
According to the Herald article “Buried Dreams”
from the Feb. 19, 2002 edition, WKU administrators
— despite widespread objection from the Jonesville
community — brought an agency called the Urban
Renewal Commission to the area to assess, buy and
sell the community’s real estate to WKU. Most community members did not receive a fair market value
for their land and homes. This injustice is corroborated by the loss of incalculable sentimental and historical value the community had accrued.
The story of this injustice is not a new one. As the
political climate on WKU’s campus becomes more
radical, I want to present WKU’s current administration with a way to redeem this school’s past: Offer free tuition to the families of those who were
wronged by WKU’s acquisition of the Jonesville community members’ land. While the decision to forgive
WKU ultimately lies with the community members,
an honest and open effort of restitution on WKU’s

part would be a sign of good faith that the administration doesn’t, in fact, ignore black people. Given
WKU’s lacking response to demands from black students, I’m starting to wonder about this sentiment.
This type of deal is not unprecedented. Just a few
days ago, the family of Samuel DuBose, a black man
who was killed by University of Cincinnati campus
police, received a settlement of free tuition for the
DuBose children. The WKU administration should
take the lead and compensate the families of those
affected by its racist predecessors by extending free
tuition to those who were effectively forced to pay for
a university’s extension.
I invite President Ransdell himself to take the
charge on this case. On Tuesday, Ransdell released
an email to faculty outlining his support for the black
cultural center. He clearly supports the black student
population in this regard, so hopefully he will extend
that same goodwill to the community his university
built over.
The time to act is now. The immorality of the past
does not diminish with time; it accrues with interest.

LISTEN TO THIS

Reflecting on a legend: 4 essential albums by David Bowie

More than
two
weeks
have passed
since musician, actor and
fashion icon
David Bowie
died. For myand milANDREW self
lions of other
CRITCHELOW
fans, this fact
is still hard to
LISTEN TO
THIS: Info on comprehend.
I
wouldn’t
all the latest
expect
that
music.
everyone on
campus
is
familiar with Ziggy Stardust
or The Thin White Duke, but
Bowie’s influence on contemporary expression in virtually

all disciplines is undeniable
even today. Below is a small
selection from Bowie’s eclectic
discography that showcases
just how diverse and prolific
this icon really was.

1. “Hunky Dory” (1971):

Though he received massive
success two years earlier with
his ode to intergalactic loneliness “Space Oddity,” 1971’s
“Hunky Dory” is the quintessential record of Bowie’s early
discography. Not only does
the record showcase two of
Bowie’s most instantly recognizable songs, “Changes”
and “Life on Mars?,” but it
also captures one of the few
instances in the artist’s career

where no distractions from
the music exist in the form of
experimental production or
focus on a narrative or image.

2.

“The Rise and Fall
of Ziggy Stardust and
the Spiders from Mars”
(1972):
By 1972, music enthusiasts
were already aware of Bowie’s
musical and lyrical prowess,
but the “Ziggy Stardust” album
proved he was more than just
a man with a strange appearance and pretty voice. This was
the year Bowie introduced the
world to the androgynous and
priestlike figure of Ziggy Stardust. Ziggy openly mocked
the bombastic zeitgeist of the

1970s while fully embracing it
at the same time. This album
expanded on what a concept
album could be and introduced mainstream audiences
to the sounds of glam rock
and protopunk. Not bad for 38
minutes.

3. “Low” (1977):

In the late 1970s, Bowie
moved to Berlin in search of
new inspiration. The first installment of the Berlin Trilogy,
“Low” abandons all precedent
in Bowie’s sonic palate. In fact,
it largely abandons precedent
in all of pop music. With the
help of collaborator and virtuoso producer Brian Eno,
this record sounds as alienat-

ing and divisive as the Berlin
Wall itself.

4. “Blackstar” (2016):

Many are now perceiving
“Blackstar,” released just days
before Bowie’s death, as his
swan song: a conclusive last
burst of creativity from a mind
that has given the world so
much. Regardless of Bowie’s
intentions with the release of
“Blackstar,” it’s absolutely apparent that this record is one
of his most daring recordings.
Bowie channels a demented
occult energy on the sprawling 10-minute title track, an
eerie recording of a man who
clearly knows his days are
numbered.
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Classified Advertising Manager: Miranda Lear
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FOR SALE
BUY - SELL - TRADE: Games, DVDs, Records!
Also, comics, toys, CCGs, RPGs, more! The Great
Escape Records & Comics. 2945 Scottsville Rd (near
Greenwood Mall) (270)782-8092

FOR RENT
Apartment for sublease at Campus Pointe. 3 bedroom,
3 bath. $405/month utilities included. 2-3 miles from
campus. (270)459-0236

HELP WANTED
Have a love for baseball? High school umpires needed.
Starting in March. For information contact Phil Burkeen at
(270)791-1845

Note to Readers: The College Heights Herald screens ads for misleading or false claims
but cannot guarantee any ad or claim. Please use caution when answering ads, especially
when asked to send money or provide credit card information. The College Heights Herald
is not responsible for the content or validity of these paid classified ads.

SUDOKU

Across
1 Nothing, in Nogales
5 A-list invitee
10 Inhale in awe
14 “The Big Country”
Oscar winner Ives
15 Hertz competitor
16 Germany’s von
Bismarck
17 Study at the last
minute
18 Decorated anew
19 Grown-up tadpole
20 One hospital
celebration?
23 The blahs
24 Radon and ozone
25 One mug from the
boxing ring?
29 Joe of “Casino”
32 [Not my typo]
33 Ethan of “Before
Midnight”
37 Sound system
component
38 “Honest!”
41 Breathable mixture
42 “Count on it”
lawnmower brand
44 Fast-spreading
Internet phenomena
45 Michelin rating
unit
46 One news
magazine managing
editor?
49 Without question
50 Store posting
52 One adorable
romantic threesome?
56 Long-distance
swimmer Diana
57 Crime scene clue
exposed by dusting
58 Hereditary code

carrier
60 Table tennis video
game
61 Cozumel cash
62 “__ but not least
... “
63 Trick
64 Look after
65 Barely managed,
with “out”
Down
1 “Parks and
Recreation” network
2 Heavenly glows
3 Written (up), as a
contract
4 Annually updated
reference
5 Pulse-boosting
exercise, for short
6 Utility measured in
kilowatt hrs.
7 Fill with cargo
8 Qatari bigwig
9 Hispanic
convenience store
10 Set sail
11 Make reparations
12 Hangs around
13 Sci-fi escape craft
21 Apply before
cooking, as spice to
meat
22 Papier-__
26 Spanish pronoun
27 Words of grande
affetto
28 Bass staff symbol
29 On-the-back praise
30 Expressive rock
genre
31 “Contents under
pressure” containers
34 Plumbing problem

START

END

35 Sorento automaker
36 Throw wide of the
cutoff man, say
39 Dr. Eric Foreman
portrayer on “House”
40 “Honest?”
43 G-rated cry of
dismay
45 Sneak across the
border
47 Nosh
48 Electrified particle
49 Louisiana wetland
51 Hearing, for one
53 It has bark, but no
bite
54 Get out of bed
55 Playing a fourth
NHL period
56 Network home
to “A Prairie Home
Companion”
59 Takeoff approx.

PREVIOUS SOLUTION
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PHOTO

Ethiopian pilgrims rest upon reaching the Greek Orthodox Monastery at the top of the Mount of Temptation, a Christian holy site located in the West Bank where the 40day fast of Jesus is commemorated on January 7. To reach the monastery, which is 1,150 feet above sea level, visitors take a cable car, then hike up 200 steps carved into
the side of the mountain. PHOTO BY ABBY POTTER

PHOTO FIX
Best of winter break

KU’s six-week winter
break provided plenty
of opportunities for
the Herald photo staff to
keep their skills fresh. They
and their cameras traveled
all over the country,
photographing events from
flooding in Missouri to
swimming in Virginia.
One photographer
even traversed the wide
open sea to document
an eye-opening trip to
Israel. Before they begin a
semester of photographing
everything WKU and
Bowling Green have to
offer, here is a selection of
their best work from winter
break.

W

Dawson Newbold,16, of Housespring makes a call while taking a break from sandbagging on Dec. 30, 2015, in Fenton, Missouri. The Meramec River crested at 43 feet,
causing massive flooding in the St. Louis area. MICHAEL NOBLE JR.

Hidden Valley's Keith Myburgh, front, finishes his leg as Jason Hamilton jumps in
the water to swim in the 200-yard medley relay during the ninth annual Timberland
High School swimming invitational on Jan. 9 at Gator Aquatic Center in Roanoke,
Va. SHABAN ATHUMAN

Kenneth-Ray Sturgill and his brother Clinton clean a hog at their parents' home in
Mingo County, W.Va on Jan. 15. Kenneth-Ray Sturgill has lived on farmland in the
hills his whole life and raises hogs and chickens at his home up the road. GABRIEL

SCARLETT
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» X-Files: The truth is in here, open to page B3 to find it.

Students give
thoughts on
recent winter
snowstorm
BY EMMA AUSTIN
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

Bowling Green sophomore Darius Lightfoot is a graphic design major who enjoys rapping. His rap video “Brandon Doughty
Swag” has over 5,000 views on YouTube. JENNIFER KING/HERALD

that's a rap

WKU student rapper Toon God aims to
be Kentucky’s next “tune God”
BY BRITTINY MOORE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
YouTube can be a place where stars
are born and where people post in
hopes of achieving their dreams. This
is true for WKU sophomore Darius
Lightfoot.
The Bowling Green native, also
known as the Toon God created the
song “Brandon Doughty Swag.”
Lightfoot uses his music to pay
homage to his hometown and its natives, including WKU greats like former Hilltopper quarterback Brandon
Doughty.
“We have the greatest quarterback in

the nation of football,” Lightfoot said.
“It makes me want show respect to
[him].”
The song was released on Sept.
26, 2015, an extremely relevant time
for Topper football. WKU has just defeated Miami (Ohio) 56-14 behind six
passing touchdowns from Doughty.
Later on in the season, Doughty led
the WKU football team to victory at
both the Conference USA championship game as well as the Miami Beach
Bowl.
Doughty ended the 2015 season with
5,055 total yards and 48 touchdowns.
The song has become a hit on Lightfoot’s YouTube channel with over

5,000 views, something that Lightfoot
did not expect.
“This song gave me a boost,” Lightfoot said. “Even the news is calling
[Brandon Doughty] Swag, and I gave
him that nickname.”
The hashtag #swagbrandondoughty
gained quick traction on Twitter with
the first instances of the hashtag being
used three days after the song’s release
on Sept. 29, by Twitter user William
Puckett, @pucko9.
One day later, WKU Redzone Radio,
@WKURedzone, tweeted the hashtag.
#swagbrandondoughty continues to
be used on Twitter with the most re-

SEE TOON GOD PAGE B2

After a long break that began with
unusually warm weather, students
returned to WKU’s campus over the
weekend just in time to be greeted by
piles of snow, freezing temperatures
and cancelled classes.
If this weekend was an indication of
what the rest of the winter will be like,
students might expect to have many
days of cancelled classes. Campus was
closed on Jan. 20, 22 and 25 after what
WBKO reported to be Bowling Green’s
third-highest total snowfall on record:
up to 12.2 inches.
This amount of snowfall is a record
for Bowling Green, but many WKU
students who come from cities farther
north are used to winters filled with
higher quantities of precipitation.
“It snows constantly during the winter where I am from,” said Carolyn
Contreras, a senior from Palatine, Illinois, which is 30 miles northwest of
Chicago.
Contreras added that in her town, it
usually starts snowing in November
and doesn’t stop until about March.
“The winter weather I’ve experienced back home is very different
from the winter weather here [in
Bowling Green],” she said.
Paulina Gonzalez, a junior from
Winfield, Illinois, is also used to lower
temperatures and much more snow
than Bowling Green’s typical amount.
“My first year here, I couldn’t believe
the town would shut down because
of snow,” Gonzalez said. She said she
now realizes this is because Bowling
Green is not prepared or equipped to
deal with snowy weather, unlike the
states that get snow more often.
This lack of preparedness seems to
be true across all of Kentucky, which
coped with a backup on Interstate
75 between Friday and Saturday that
made national news. The HeraldLeader reported that hundreds of vehicles were stranded on the highway
Friday night into Saturday; some were

SEE SNOWSTORM PAGE B2

“Toppers Tour around the World: Taiwan”
BY SHELBY BRUCE
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Not everyone can say they
remember where they were
when Taiwan elected their
first female president, but
one group of WKU students
can recall being in the streets
of Taiwan after the results
poured in.
Timothy Rich, WKU assistant professor of political science, and Yufen Chang, assistant professor in the Chinese
Flagship Program, took several students to Taiwan on a
faculty-led study abroad trip
over winter break.
Starting as a hybrid class led
by the two professors, the goal
of the trip was for students to
put their Chinese language
usage to the test as well as to
learn about the democratization and politics of Taiwan, according to Rich.
“Students did not need to
have any Chinese language
skills nor any background in
Taiwanese politics to take part
in this program,” Rich said.

Spending most of their time
abroad outside of a classroom,
students were able to partake
in meeting with four political
parties, think tanks, a survey
center, a newspaper, the election commission and multiple other organizations and
groups.
Heather Carpenter, a sophomore from Lancaster, who’s
in the Chinese Flagship Program, said this was her first
study-abroad experience. She
said her main drive for going
on the trip was to practice her
Chinese.
She said the entire experience as a whole was memorable for her and the lessons
she learned about politics,
language and culture made
the trip worthwhile.
“Everything was so amazing,” Carpenter said in an
email. “There were some days
that were hard, because we
had so much to do and we
were constantly ‘go, go, go,’ but
I’m still glad it was like that or
else I wouldn’t have been able
to experience all that I did.”

Carpenter said the class’s
focus on Taiwan’s national
election and being able to
go to various political party
headquarters piqued her
interest. On the day of Taiwan’s elections she said
they were able to watch the
people vote, went to where
the votes were counted and
attended Tsai Ing-wen’s victory rally.
Ing-wen, part of the Democratic Progressive Party and
Taiwan’s first elected female
president, vowed in her victory speech to “preserve the
status quo in relations with
China.” She also added that
Beijing must respect Taiwan’s
democracy, according to the
BBC.
“When Tsai Ing-wen won the
presidential election, we went
to her victory rally; so it will
be really cool to say that I was
there when the first female
presidential candidate of Taiwan gave her victory speech
and international press conference; and at one point, I
was even 5 feet away from

Timothy Rich, assistant professor in the department of political science, and Yufen Chang, assistant professor in the Chinese
Flagship, recently led a study abroad trip to Taiwan. The students
spent three weeks studying democracy in Taiwan and the upcoming election. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY TIMOTHY RICH
her,” Bailie Hunter-Smith, a
sophomore from Fort Mitchell
said.
Although these students
were originally in Taiwan for
studying purposes, they were
able to do some touristy things
and visit Sun Moon Lake and
a Hot Springs hotel, HunterSmith said.
Although this was a trip

placed in a Chinese speaking country, students from
various levels of experience
participated.
“I think the best part of
studying abroad is how much
I learned,” Carpenter said. “I
learned so much from class
and I learned more of the language as well as the culture
from being immersed in it.”

College Ministry is a lot of things:
It is Inspiring, funky, hilarious, and weird. It is high-energy, world-changing, tear-jerking, life-altering. It is where students can pray, ask, respond, listen, laugh, cry, wonder, and be who God made
them to be. It is for Jesus freaks, skeptics, Christians, atheists, doubters, and wanderers. Our
WKU campus ministry provides space for college students and young adults to connect to a
community of people who want to share questions, doubts, and inspirations along their faith
journey We are a part of the UKirk network of Presbyterian Church (USA) collegiate ministries. What
is UKirk? Literally it means University Church. Come check us out!

The Presbyterian Church of Bowling Green 1003 State Street
Weekly worship: Wednesdays 8:15pm in the Sanctuary
Theology Pub: Thursdays 7pm at Mellow Mushroom

BGPRES.ORG

Sunday Morning Worship Opportunities
m: Fellowship with Coffee & snacks .
9:30 am: Church School 10:30am: Worship 11:30a
in Downtown Bowling Green.
We are located at the corner of 10th & State Street
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Students attend Black Leadership Conference
BY SHANTEL-ANN
PETTWAY
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU

A group of WKU students
traveled to Texas A&M University on Jan. 21 to attend the
Southwestern Black Student
Leadership Conference.
The SBSLC is in its 28th year of
existence. The conference originated at Texas A&M University
in hopes of gathering AfricanAmerican students from around
the U.S. to take part in conversations surrounding issues that
directly affect the African-American community, as well as providing seminars on professional
and personal development,
according to the SBSLC home
page.
“The Office of Student Activities brought this conference to
the attention of a few of the students who attended the conference”, Nashville sophomore
Christopher Currin.
Nashville sophomore Ambriehl
Crutchfield heard about the conference through her involvement
in Campus Activities Board.
“It came up at a retreat in August whether or not we would
sponsor a specific amount towards students going on the
trip,” Crutchfield said. “I instantly knew I wanted to go.”
Participants who went to this
conference went into the experience with expectations of im-

proving their leadership skills
while others tried to keep an
open mind.
“I expected to improve my
leadership abilities,” Evansville junior Jessica Jackson
said. “I also wanted to make
connections with other students and potential employers,” she said.
Prior to the conference, Currin wanted to find ways to get
African-Americans more involved on WKU’s campus.
Crutchfield had a similar objective of becoming a better
leader, but she didn’t place any
other expectation onto the trip.
“When I do not know what to
expect, the experience tends to
be better because I’m not trying to mold every detail of what
I think it should be,” Crutchfield
said.
Crutchfield said she is happy
she took that approach.
“I’m glad I didn’t have expectations because the trip was
beyond amazing,” she said.
At the conference, they
learned about financial management in college and workplace etiquette and heard
testimonials from leaders and
activists from other schools,
according to Currin.
Currin’s favorite part of his
learning experience at the SBSLC was hearing the story of Bree
Newsome, the activist who took
down the confederate flag at the

WKU students traveled to Texas A&M University to partake in the Southwestern Black Student Leadership Conference, SBSLC, on Jan. 21. The conference touched on leadership, and personal development in the African American community. PHOTO SUBMITTED BY JESSICA JACKSON
South Carolina State House.
Newsome, a 30-year-old African-American woman, was arrested on June 27 after scaling
a 30-foot flagpole outside the
South Carolina State House and
removing the Confederate flag
from the pole, according to the
Washington Post.
“I heard about this through the

news and social media, but it was
very cool to hear her story from
her point of view,” Currin said.
At the conference, students
also learned about the importance of chasing their dreams
and being proactive on campus.
“Going after your passion is
very important,” Jackson said.
“Oftentimes it’s uncommon for

people to chase their dreams because they tend to settle for what
makes the most money,” she
said.
Those who participated
would recommend this conference to others.
“The conference was life
changing,” Jackson said.

Lost River Cave to host second Flurry Scurry
BY KJ HALL
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Saturday presents an opportunity to
run through the enchanting Greenways surrounding Lost River Cave that
stretch across 70 acres of preserved
land by participating in the Snow Flurry Scurry 5K at Lost River Cave.
The idea for the race began with
Bowling Green runner and current
race director David Haynes. This is the
second year Lost River Cave will be
hosting the event.
“David approached the cave around
October 2014,” Nicole Coomer, Lost
River Cave community outreach coordinator, said. “He’s a big runner in the
community and runs the trails at Lost

SNOWSTORM
Continued from LIFE

alone for up to 19 hours.
However, it’s hard to complain about
Bowling Green’s failure to compensate
when it means classes are cancelled
and the day is free to be filled with fun
in the snow — or Netflix in bed.
Greta Wolfenden, a sophomore from
Boston, said although she loves warm
weather, she also loves the snow. She
said last year in Boston, there was a total of 109 inches on the ground at one
time: a figure that puts Bowling Green’s
single foot to shame.
“Snow doesn’t come around too often, so I try to make it memorable.”

TOON GOD
Continued from LIFE

cent instance, as of writing this story,
being a tweet by @WKU_GreekHumor.
The account tweeted “#SwagBrandonDoughty got robbed” in reference
to American Pharaoh being named the
2015 Lexington Herald-Leader Kentucky Sportsman of the Year.
Lightfoot, a graphic design and advertising major, began writing raps a
few years ago on his iPhone 3 as a side
hobby.
He would even record his work to the
device’s voice memo records. It wasn’t
until recently that Lightfoot decided
to invest in his own recording studio
equipment.
“When I first heard him talking about
[the song], it was just to have fun with

STUDY

River and said ‘Why don’t we have a
5K here?’ He basically ran with it from
there.”
Haynes said the race began as a way
for some runners to run the trails and
hopefully inform people about the
Greenways at Lost River. Cave personnel later suggested that it be opened
to the community. Haynes said the
the 5K has been a collaborative effort with himself, cave personnel and
TJ Tethalski, president of the Bowling
Green Road Runners. The race was put
together to benefit the nature center
at Lost River Cave, including all the
woodlands, wetlands and wildlife.
“We have about 70 acres, so it takes
a lot to be able to support all of the
trail maintenance and upkeep to make
sure that the property stays free for the

community,” Coomer said.
The Snow Flurry Scurry is not only an
outlet to run a race but a great way to
support, take part in and help build the
Bowling Green community.
“We have educational programs for
children and events to get families
outside and reconnect with nature,”
Coomer said. “Basically our mission
and goal is to foster these relationships with community members and
the outdoors, letting everybody have
their own experiences because there
are a lot of health benefits both mentally and physically to being outside,
and we want to make sure people stay
in touch with that.”
All participants will receive a custom
medal created from wood in the park
and T-shirts will be given out on a first

come first serve basis. There will also
be door prizes up for grabs, including
six pairs of Salomon running shoes,
compressions socks, gift certificates,
iPhone holders and more.
The Lost River Cave Snow Scurry
Flurry will be the first race in the 2016
Bowling Green Road Runners Grand
Prix, where runners can participate in
various races throughout the year and
earn points for a selection of prizes.
The race will begin at 9 a.m. You can
register online or at the race for $25,
and all proceeds will benefit Lost River
Cave Nature Center.
“It’s definitely a great way to build
community within Bowling Green and
among runners, and support a great
cause,” Haynes said.

Wolfenden said.
Wolfenden said she recommends
going outside to enjoy the snow when
classes are cancelled by going sledding
or having a snowball fight.
“I always wear at least three pairs of
socks,” Wolfenden said, advising Hilltoppers to bundle up well to stay warm
and dry before going outside on snow
days.
After being notified that the semester wouldn’t begin until Tuesday, some
students decided to postpone their
move back to campus. Jessica McCormick, a freshman from Jeffersonville,
Indiana, said she had been counting
on being back in the classroom on
Monday and was surprised to hear

about the cancellation.
“I think it’s a good idea to delay it,
though, with the threat of black ice and
difficulty traveling,” McCormick. She
said that instead of leaving on Sunday
like she had originally planned, she decided to head back to Bowling Green
on Monday and spend her extra day at
home.
Other students had trouble returning to Bowling Green because of the
weather conditions.
Fahad Alotaibi, a student from Saudi
Arabia, tweeted at WKU’s account on
Saturday night, saying that his flight
into Washington, D.C., had been cancelled twice because of the snow. Alotaibi said he was unsure of when he

would make it back to campus.
“With this weather, I’m afraid the
flights will keep canceling every day,”
Alotaibi, who originally planned to arrive in Bowling Green on Jan. 23. WKU
responded to his tweet, insisting safety
was the first priority.
This week, Hilltoppers were seen
sledding down the hill in front of Van
Meter Hall and shuffling to class in
boots and a winter coat. If the snow returns, these might become more common sights on campus. Then again,
this is Kentucky; for all we know, students will be on South Lawn in shorts
and T-shirts next week.

it,” Bowling Green sophomore Dashiell
Hamilton III said. “When it started getting popular, people started recognizing our faces.”
“It feels good to know that somebody’s actually listening,” Hamilton III
added.
Since investing in a studio, Lightfoot
has begun rapping with childhood
friend, Hamilton III.
Lightfoot said that it took him about
10 minutes to write the rap which he
then recorded in his basement.
“Everything he does, I support,”
Hamilton III said. “As a rapper I see
him as talented and if he pursues [music] he will have big goals and dreams.”
Lightfoot said he got his motivation
from similar artists who rap about the
accomplishments of others.
“I never listened to mainstream mu-

sic and got inspiration from underground rap,” Lightfoot said. “I thought
maybe I should make a song about
Brandon Doughty since it is relevant.”
More recently, Lightfoot paid homage to Lady Topper point guard Kendall Noble with another rap published
last December which currently sits at
around 130 views.
“Lady sports on the Hill don't get the
recognition they deserve, so I'm sure
you could see why he targeted a female
player this time,” the description for
the video reads.
While Lightfoot hopes he will be giving us our next song to jam out to, saying “It will come to me some day,” he
said that he will mostly be focusing on
his clothing line, Toon Gang.
Lightfoot hopes to set himself apart
by creating a brand specializing in

what he calls “cartoon swag.”
“I used to wear a lot of cartoon shirts
and it’s a different genre of fashion,”
Lightfoot said. “I wanted to create a
name for the type of swag for people
who wear cartoon shirts.”
Clothing from Lightfoot’s line can be
viewed on his Instagram account, @
toongangkentucky, where links to his
available music can also be found.
Even though Lightfoot may not be
looking to get directly into the music
business, Hamilton III still has hopes
for his partner’s musical career.
“I hope he goes all the way. I hope
he’s more successful than anyone who
has done this in the state,” Hamilton
III said. “He’s got a passion that if he’s
not the best, he has a lot to improve on,
that’s what I like about his attitude.”
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Fans old and new reflect on "The X-Files"
BY ANDREW HENDERSON
HERALD.FEATURES@WKU.EDU
Whether it’s in one of President Gary
Ransdell’s emails, hidden in the basement of Helm Library or in the depths
underneath the Colonnades, the truth
is out there.
FBI agents Fox Mulder and Dana Scully, played by David
Duchovny and Gillian
Anderson, have spent
more than nine years
searching for the truth
in the science fiction
drama series “The XAndrew
Files.” The show’s origHenderson
inal TV run spanned
from 1993 to 2002 and
is currently enjoying a revived miniseries comprised of six episodes.
“The X-Files” revolves around the
pursuit of the truth: exposing government conspiracies and working to confirm the existence of extraterrestrials.
While “The X-Files” started with more
of a cult following, it soon erupted into
the eye of pop culture.
Anthony Harkins, director of popular
culture studies and associate professor
of history, said pop culture can be defined as culture that is popular, broadly
shared, widely experienced and usually commercial.
Harkins said the show's theme of
exposing government conspiracies
translates well into pop culture because it connects with viewers and
reflects feelings people already harbor.
“The fact that it [The X-Files] was

FOOTBALL

Continued from Sports
with 120 off five receptions.
Previous members of WKU’s offense
were not the only former Hilltoppers in
postseason action; cornerback Prince
Charles Iworah competed in the NFLPA

REECER'S PIECE
Continued from SPORTS

three of whom graduated last spring,
as well as the addition of 10 new faces
to the roster.
Freshman point guard Chris McNeal is among conference leaders in
the assist-to-turnover ratio, and junior
college transfers Fredrick Edmond and
Anton Waters are only just beginning
to tap into their high potential.
The team has a lot of ball left to play.
There are still 11 conference games

talking about government conspiracies … showed that those sentiments
were out there as well as the fascination with extraterrestrials,” he said.
Martha Merder, 68-year-old Jasper,
Indiana native, watched “The X-Files”
from its initial run in 1993 until its conclusion in 2002.
Merder, a science fiction fan, said she
enjoyed the series because it differed
from other TV shows of the time and
offered a certain quirky quality.
She said her favorite parts of the
series were monster of the week episodes. She also enjoyed the series’ ability to keep viewers guessing and retain
an air of mystery.
“The fact they could never pin anything down and prove anything kept
you going week after week with Mulder and all his theories,” Merder said.
“It just kept the interest up.”
Merder said “The X-Files” is one of
the few television shows that has directly addressed uncovering government conspiracies, questioning what
the public is being told and looking at
the existence of extraterrestrials.
She said she thought the revived miniseries had shifted from the original series’ theme of chasing aliens to chasing
the government but that this also ties
into beliefs many people already hold.
“What everybody thinks nowadays is
that the government keeps a lot of secrets, and the government is behind a
lot of things … and they’re spying on us
and all that,” Merder said.
William Kimmell, Bremen senior,
agreed that questioning the government gave the series appeal. Kimmell,
who started watching the series a year

ILLUSTRATION BY KATHERINE SPROLES

ago and has now finished, said he was
instantly hooked by the series’ conspiracy theories and science fiction.
“I really think the ‘The X-Files’ …
brought into light a lot of things that people wouldn’t think about,” Kimmell said.
Kimmell said what drew him to the
show were its engrossing storylines:
Mulder and Scully’s attempts to make
sense of what they encountered, and
Mulder’s search for his sister. Kimmel
said the series opened a door in popular
culture by encouraging discussion about
aliens and government conspiracies.
“We don’t actually know what is out
there, but there are people who believe, people who want to believe —
and then there are people who don’t
believe,” he said.
In addition to government conspiracies and extraterrestrials, “The X-Files”

is largely about the relationship between Mulder and Scully and their
quest for a sometimes arbitrary truth.
Merder said she had always been taken by the relationship between Mulder
and Scully. Mulder’s off-the-wall attitude and Scully’s scientific and analytical nature made them a good pair because there were always two different
points of view, she said.
However, if Merder had to choose
a favorite, she said she would choose
Mulder over Scully.
“He was willing to believe in the unbelievable, and he was always out there
searching for the answers,” she said.
Hopefully, if government conspiracies and extraterrestrials aren’t your
preference, you can take refuge in Mulder’s passion for seeking the truth in an
elusive landscape.

Collegiate Bowl in Carson, California.
In the contest the American team of
which Iworah was a part fell to the National squad 18-17.
However, over the course of the
game, Iworah registered two tackles
and a key pass breakup.
Former tight end Tyler Higbee was

slated to compete in the Reese’s Senior Bowl, but he was pulled from the
squad as he continues to recover from
the knee injury he first received against
North Texas.
Higbee is still highly touted by ESPN,
Fox Sports and Scout.com. The media
outlets recognize him as WKU’s stron-

gest overall NFL draft prospect this
year.
Hilltoppers who hope to be picked
up in the NFL draft or in free agency
will only have a few more chances to
impress scouts; WKU’s pro day and the
league’s scouting combine are coming
up soon.

left in the regular season and a conference tournament in which WKU has
achieved well under Harper’s leadership.
The phrase “rebuilding year” may
slight current players on the team, but
if the worst-case scenario happens and
the program doesn’t turn things around,
that’s what this season might be.
There is plenty of help on the horizon
however, as University of Tennessee
transfers Willie Carmichael and Jabari
McGhee will be eligible to play next
season.

Talented junior-college transfer Phabian Glasco will be back to full strength
next season. The forward is currently
nursing a ruptured Achilles tendon
and hasn’t seen any playing time this
season.
The key to predicting how the Hilltoppers will finish this season — and
how hot Harper’s coaching seat will
become — will be WKU’s performance
at home.
Seven of its upcoming 11 conference
games will be held in Diddle Arena,
where the team has only lost one game

this season.
What the Tops truly need is a united
fan base that will give them an atmosphere promoting a strong homecourt advantage.
This WKU squad possesses the talent
to finish the regular season with 17 or
18 victories and enough momentum
to make a run in the conference tournament. However, this outcome will
take a commitment to better team
defense and fans who accept that tidings are sometimes darkest before the
dawn.

WKU track and field to return to action this weekend
BY HUNTER FRINT
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
The WKU men and women’s
track and field teams will head
back to the indoor season this
Saturday after a setback regarding
travels to a meet in Lexington due
to hazardous weather conditions.
The track and field schedule
was no exception to the delays
and cancellations brought on by
the snow and ice last week. The
program was prohibited from
attending last weekend’s meet
at the Rod McCravy Memorial
but will travel to Vanderbilt this
weekend in Nashville.
Though the indoor season

has been in play since December, this meet will be the
program’s first while spring semester classes are in session.
The meet in Nashville will
present a familiar setting for
the program as this will be their
third invite this season.
“We want to keep getting better, and obviously Vanderbilt
provides another opportunity
being an school with a fantastic indoor track facility,” Head
Coach Erik Jenkins said. “We
want to be able to go out as a
team and get better. For one,
it’s competition, and secondly,
it’s the idea of being able to see
the things we need to continue
to work on to be successful.”

WKU participated in the indoor opener hosted by the Commodores on Dec. 5 and came
home with favorable results: five
wins overall.
The Hilltoppers also picked
up two wins at the Commodore Invitational on Jan. 15
and 16 as juniors Emmanuel
Dasor and Jenessa Jackson
picked up victories for the program. Dasor won the 60-meter dash, and Jackson won the
weight throw event.
Jackson managed to set a new
personal record of 18.88 meters.
Jackson also had a strong effort
in the shot put, finishing in fourth
with a throw of 14.74 meters.
On Jan. 19, Conference USA

honored Dasor after his recordbreaking weekend in the 60-meter dash at the invitational. Dasor took home the winning spot
with 6.68 seconds, a program
record. He is currently ranked in
the top 20 athletes in the country
for the 60-meter dash.
This season’s returning athletes
for the women’s track and field
team include junior Carrol Hardy, junior Sandra Akachukwu
and junior Kaila Smith. Showing
promise and talent in the men’s
program is sophomore Julius
Morris, senior Ja’Karyus Redwine and junior Emmanuel Dasor among others.
Under Jenkins' leadership
WKU has collected 27 C-USA

and Sun Belt Conference
championships along with 57
All-American selections.
“I like our team, and I like the
direction we’re heading [in],”
Jenkins said. “We’ve got a lot of
people who need to still step
up, but we’ve also got some
folks who are making good
strides. It looks like they have
the opportunity to go on and
maybe move forward to the
national championship, but
we’ve got a lot of work to do.”
The Vanderbilt Invitational
this weekend will begin at 4
p.m. central time on Friday
and 10 a.m. on Saturday at
the Vanderbilt Student Recreational Center.
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WOMEN'S BASKETBALL

Lady Tops look to keep up winning streak on the road

BY EVAN HEICHELBECH

HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

Nine times an opponent has
walked into Diddle Arena this
season to play the Lady Toppers, and nine times that opponent has walked away with
a loss.
One reason WKU sits at 16-2
overall (7-0 in C-USA play) is
because of that perfect 9-0 record at home. Now, the Lady
Toppers will go on the road
to face two tough opponents
in the University of Alabama
at Birmingham (7-0 at home)
and rival Middle Tennessee
(5-2 in C-USA play).
After losing two top scorers
from last season and welcoming eight new players to this
year’s team, Head Coach Michelle Clark-Heard knew winning at home was a must.
“I think to be a successful
team and to try and have an
ultimate goal of winning a
conference
championship,
you got to take care of your
home court,” Clark-Heard
said. “You get comfortable at
home as players get a chance
to sleep in their own beds. At
the end of the day, they know
what our goals are, and that’s
to go on these trips — or ‘business trips’ as we like to call
them — and take care of business.”
The first “business trip” of
this two-game road swing will
be on Thursday night in Birmingham against a UAB team

that hasn’t lost inside its building since last January.
“They have guards that can
get down the floor and shoot
it, and they have a post kid
that is really dominant on the
inside that can rebound and
score,” Clark-Heard said. “We
just need to do the things that
we need to do: continue to focus on defense and rebounding.”
The dominant post player
Clark-Heard referred to is senior forward Brittany Winborne. Winborne is averaging
a near double-double for UAB
with 9.7 points and 9.9 rebounds per game.
The Blazers’ backcourt features two guards, Deanna
Kuzmanic and Chelsee Black,
who should provide a nice
challenge to WKU’s tandem of
guards in Kendall Noble and
Tashia Brown.
“They are a really good team,
and they are really good defensively,” Noble said. “They
play hard and they have a
pretty good record in conference play, so that will be good
for us.”
Following Thursday’s game,
the Lady Toppers will travel to
Murfreesboro to take on bitter
rival Middle Tennessee.
The Blue Raiders are just two
games back of WKU in the
conference standings and will
look to avenge last season’s
2-point loss to the Lady Toppers in Diddle Arena.
“Middle [Tennessee] is al-

MEN'S BASKETBALL
Continued from SPORTS

“Both games last year I think we
had them beat, but we couldn’t finish
them,” said Lawson. “The people on
our team that returned got a little bit of
bad blood and want to get a good win
against them. They got the best bigs in
the conference. Their guards are really
solid, and they are a tough team. I’m
excited for the opportunity.”
The second-place team in the conference, longtime rival Middle Tennessee
(14-5), will be knocking on WKU’s door

WKU redshirt junior Kendall Noble drives the ball down the court just ahead of Rice player Adaeze
Obinnah. JENNIFER KING/HERALD
ways a good game, and they
have a good team this year,”
Noble said. “It will be a great
atmosphere to play in.”
Even after coming off the
first triple-double in WKU
women’s history last Saturday against Charlotte, Noble
knows there’s more to accomplish.
“We just can’t get satisfied,”
she said. “We know that we
have to get better every single
day. We can’t focus on what ev-

on Saturday afternoon. MTSU, like
UAB, also handed the Toppers a loss at
home last year in their lone matchup.
Middle Tennessee brings an impressive resume to the table with wins over
Belmont and Auburn, an SEC team who
took down No. 20 Kentucky. WKU lost to
Belmont earlier this season on Nov. 18.
With four players averaging double
figures for MTSU, Harper and company will have their hands full trying
to keep a team at bay that averages 72
points per game.
Giddy Potts is a name the Toppers
know all too well. The sophomore

eryone else is doing. We have
to focus on ourselves and keep
in every day to go to work.”
There was a sense of uncertainty surrounding ClarkHeard’s team going into the
season because of the team’s
youth and lack of experience.
However, there is anything
but doubt now, and ClarkHeard embraces the pressure
as the Lady Toppers ride a 13game winning streak tied for
first in the C-USA standings.

guard dropped 22 points in Diddle
Arena last year when the Blue Raiders
bested the Tops in a 68-66 loss. Potts
is sitting at 16 points per game on the
season to go along with six rebounds.
Junior forward Reggie Upshaw is
also having a stellar year averaging 14
points and nine rebounds per game.
Upshaw had a 21-point, 13-rebound
performance in Middle Tennessee's
win over Auburn.
“We need to make a statement because everyone thinks we are underperforming,” Lawson said. “We think
we are underperforming, and I think

“To be able to go into somewhere where everyone knows
who you are and to be a top
program in this league is
something that we all want,”
Clark-Heard said. “I don’t
think that’s anything that
the newcomers didn’t expect
because when we recruited
them, those are the things that
we talked to them about. We
are just looking to competing
every day and just trying to be
the best that we can be.”

this is our opportunity to show the
league what WKU basketball really is.”
Sitting at 10-10 on the year with the
meat of conference play upon the
team, the Toppers have an intense
week ahead and a chance to make a
powerful statement at home.
“Being at home is coming at a perfect time. It’s good to be home,” said
Harper. “We’ve got a clean slate -- can’t
explain it, can’t describe it. I feel like we
are 0-0 right now.”
WKU is set to face off against UAB on
Thursday at 6:30 p.m. and Middle Tennessee on Saturday at 7 p.m.
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Hilltopper Basketball

Women's

January 28 @ UAB
January 30 @ Mtsu

upcoming schedule
men's
January 28 vs. UAB
January 30 vs. Mtsu

conference usa standings
men's

1st UAB 7 0
2nd MTSU 6 1
10th WKU 2 5

Women's

W l

1st WKU 7 0
2nd MTSU 5 2
5th Uab 3 4

TOP PLAYERS TO WATCH
university of alabama-birmingham
PPG: 14.1
PPG: 9.7
RPG: 6.6
RPG: 9.9
fg: 59%

Chris Cokley

fg: 56%

Brittany Winborne

Middle Tennessee State university
PPG: 16.3
PPG: 18.3
RPG: 6.8
RPG: 6.0
3pFG: 51%

Giddy Potts

Brea Edwards

FT: 87%

WESTERN kentucky university
PPG: 17.0
PPG: 17.3
RPG: 7.8
RPG: 7.8
FG: 63%

Justin Johnson

Kendall Noble

APG: 4.8

Wkuherald.com
FOLLOW US

wkuherald

@wkuherald

@wkuherald
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» Women's Basketball: Lady Tops
prepare for challenging conference road
trip against UAB & MTSU. Page B4

MEN'S BASKETBALL

The state of
Hilltopper
basketball
BY JOHN REECER
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU

It certainly has been an interesting
couple of weeks for the WKU men’s
basketball team.
Since Jan. 14, the
Hilltoppers dropped
three of their last four
conference games as
their record on the
season fell to 10-10
and 2-5 in C-USA play.
One of these losses
was a 17-point drumJohn Reecer ming at the hands of
a Charlotte team that
only fielded five wins.
This time frame also saw the leading returning scorer from last season
depart when Head Coach Ray Harper
announced on Jan. 24 that former
guard Chris Harrison-Docks was no
longer on the team.
The redshirt junior was averaging
10 points and 23.9 minutes per game
with a 38 percent shooting mark from
behind the arc.
To make matters worse, the Hilltoppers are currently ranked ninth in the
conference in scoring defense, 10th in
turnover margin and 13th in steals per
game out of 14 total teams.
So where does WKU go from here?
In all honesty, there isn’t one conclusive answer for how this program
can save its season as it heads into the
meat of its schedule.
However, one thing the team doesn’t
need at the moment is a step in the
wrong direction; many fans are suggesting the program should part ways
with Harper.
While fans’ disdain is understandable — performance on the court is
not meeting the program’s high standards — firing a head coach who has
led the program to three straight 20win seasons in the middle of the season won’t solve anything.
It may be hard to accept, but fans
must realize this team is still figuring
things out.
The 2015-16 season has seen the departure of stars George Fant, T.J. Price
and former guard Trency Jackson, all

SEE REECER'S PIECE PAGE B3

Redshirt senior guard Aaron Cosby drives the ball down the court after stealing it from Florida Atlantic junior Adonis Filer on
Jan. 9. The Hilltoppers defeated the Owls 86-82 in overtime. JENNIFER KING/HERALD

Tough Tasks

Tops set to defend home court in difficult matchups
BY MATTHEW STEWART
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Two of the top teams in ConferenceUSA will be coming to Diddle Arena
this week to take on the WKU men’s
basketball team (10-10).
The Hilltoppers will first welcome
the University of Alabama at Birmingham who currently owns a 17-3 overall
record and 7-0 in conference play. The
Blazers are sitting atop C-USA due in
large part to the program returning
most of last season’s roster.
UAB is looking even better this year
as the Blazers currently hold the nation's longest active win streak at 14
victories. Last year in the first round

of the NCAA tournament, the Blazers
knocked off the third seeded team in
their region as a 14-seed when they
defeated Iowa State 60-59.
“It’s a huge challenge for us, but it’s
a great opportunity,” Head Coach Ray
Harper said. “I think they [the Blazers]
are playing their best basketball of the
year right now.”
UAB will bring a talented team to
Bowling Green on Thursday night; the
Blazers are currently scoring 79 points
per game on the season.
Sophomore forward Chris Cokley is
averaging 14 points and six rebounds
per game this season shooting 59
percent from the field. Senior guard
Robert Brown is averaging three assists, three rebounds and 13 points per

game this year.
“They are receiving votes in the Top
25 today, returning everyone from last
year and then they add a really good
6’6 wing in Dirk Williams,” Harper
said. “The biggest thing is they are
very talented, but they are very, very
efficient on both ends.”
UAB took down the Toppers on two
occasions last year. It defeated WKU
71-66 in Birmingham and then 53-52
in Diddle Arena.
The losses seem to be lingering in
the minds of the players who faced the
Blazers last year. This is especially true
for junior forward Ben Lawson.

SEE MEN'S BASKETBALL
PAGE B4

FOOTBALL

Former Hilltoppers show off talent in all-star games
BY JONAH PHILLIPS
HERALD.SPORTS@WKU.EDU
Former WKU quarterback
Brandon Doughty and wide
receiver Jared Dangerfield had
the opportunity to showcase
their talents to NFL scouts
in the 2016 East-West Shrine
Game last Saturday in St. Petersburg, Florida.
The East Team fell to the
West Team 23-9, but Dangerfield still managed to increase
his draft stock among scouts
with six receptions for 104 total yards.
Doughty finished with an 11
of 17 passing mark for 87 yards
but threw two interceptions,
one of which was returned for
a touchdown.
Despite his uneven performance, Doughty is still considered a mid-round prospect
in the draft, falling anywhere
between the fourth and sixth
rounds according to ESPN.
com.

Sixth-year senior quarterback Brandon Doughty (12) makes a
deep pass during the Hilltoppers' 38-35 loss to Indiana on Sept.
19, 2015, at Memorial Field in Bloomington, Ind. MICHAEL NOBLE
JR./HERALD ARCHIVE

Most of the offensive production for the West Team did
not come from Doughty, who
led the squad in attempts with
17, but from Vernon Adams Jr.,
formerly of the Oregon Ducks,
who raked in 191 yards off just
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for $12.99, Add a 2-Liter for $2
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six for nine passing with three
touchdowns.
Adams Jr. finished the contest with an overall QB rating of 149.3. Former Indiana
quarterback Nathan Sudfield
finished with a rating of 80.9,

Redshirt senior wide receiver Jared Dangerfield rushes downfield
during the first half of the Hilltoppers' 56-14 victory over the
Miami Redhawks in Smith Stadium on Sept. 26, 2015. GABRIEL
SCARLETT/HERALD ARCHIVE

and Doughty rated just 37.7.
While Dangerfield held the
second-most targets with nine,
second-most yards with 84
and was tied for second most
receptions with five, former Illinois wide receiver Germino

Allison led with 11 targets, six
receptions and two touchdowns while nabbing 68 yards.
Purdue wide out Danny Anthrop led in yards, receiving

SEE FOOTBALL PAGE B3
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